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will have to find a midway so that none of the
two (degree and skills) may be compromised
in the educational track of a student.

How is COTHM contributing towards the
hospitality education in Pakistan?

It is a new discipline in Pakistan but College
of Tourism and Hotel Management
(COTHM) has developed a wonderful setup
to practically train and groom the students.
Internationally, there are specialized
institutes of hospitality & tourism education
that are offering research and degree
programmes as well. To talk of COTHM, I
must say that it has brought about all the
required facilities to run this discipline
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successfully that is a big contribution at
national level too. Running a specialized
programme is not easy. One needs
specialized infrastructure and resources to
fulfill the needs of the students. All that
cannot be done for the sake of money only.
COTHM, with a focused approach towards
the uplift of the hospitality and tourism
sectors in Pakistan, is actually serving the
nation.

How would associate degree in hospitality
& tourism benefit the students?

Previously, we had a general two years
BA/BSc programme which has now been
replaced with the associate degree
programme. Two years associate degree in
hospitality and tourism is designed while
considering the fact that if a student wants an
exit from education after spending two years
in his/her BS(Hons) programme, he/she must
have enough knowledge to join the field in a
practical way as it is a specialized programme
not a general one like BA/BSc.

On the other hand, if he/she wants to continue
his/her studies further at university level, on
the basis of his/her associate degree, he/she
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will earn his/her BS (Hons) degree by
studying two more years.

How is University of the Punjab making
skills a part of its degree programmes?
University of the Punjab is making skills a
part of the degree where needed. In some
programmes like Sociology and English
Literature, we are focusing more on the
bombardment of knowledge whereas in
some programmes like Hospitality &
Tourism, Engineering, Information
Technology and Software Engineering, we
are focusing more on skills.

Your message for hospitality aspirants?
Hospitality aspirants must have the required
knowledge first and then proper skills to
apply their knowledge in the best possible
way. Moreover, they must be hard-working
too. A genius who is not hard-working would
not do any good in the practical field out
there.



